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vzny a tale rem2ins to be told of shipwreck and castaways on the consts

of Tazspesia. “or tre eninsula, projectinz into the “ulf of St.Llawrence

at the entrance of the nistoric and —uch travelled Seaway Irom _urope to
Juebec a2nd the Canadian hinterland, saw meny a ship end its c~reer on its
shores in times of fog =znd tempest. The rsaders of SPEC may e f=miliar with

-sme oF the publiched zccounts of such maritime tragzedies. I~ her ook,

wmn Ty TR MOOVE TN SASPE ATD THR 3MIE DZS CUALTURS", lrs.. lzrrared Ge
Mac Thirter wrote a vivid account of the wreck of th "COLECUREE" on the
shore of Bay Chaleur near Port Daniel, including the personal recollections

of one o° the few survivors, Joseph Jones Acteson of L'linse aux Gascons.

Azain in Bay Chzleur, *radition held that it was 2t Cap d'Espoir that one

[1l

of the ships of the ill-fated squadron of Rear-Admiral of the Taite, Zir
Hovenden Talker, was wrecked with thelloss of 211 on hoard. At Cap des
Josiers a seaside monument recalls the trazic wreck of the immizrant ship
MCARRTICK". It is with the view of sup-lementing such accounts that the
following tales of the wreck of the brig, nvELLINGTON" and the grounding

and near wreck of the masted steamer, "ALBATROSS" are hrouzht to the attention

of readers.

The story of the wreck of the "VEZLLINGION" was told by Andrew Learmont
Spedon in "RANBLES AIONG THE BLUE-NOSES". riting in 1862, Spedon recounted
the experience of his childhood in the 1830's as follows:

In the cood old classic town of Zdinburgh, Scotland, I was ushered into
the world of life : three vears aterwards, mr parents "eing influenced by

the opening prosvects of Cznada, resolved to emi-rate *thither. Ve emnarked
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at Leith on the »rig " 'SLLIIITON", commanded by Captain Young and hound for
‘uebeec. 2w toisterous seas and contrary «inds our vovnze over *the .iloatic
wag vendered lsnz and exiremely rough. .ind when we entered the ~ulf of 5%

Lawrence, i% heing early in Spring, large ~uantities of Floating ice rendered

our condition ~nrthing Sut cafe and =-reeable.

On the morning of this memorable event I 2m 2hout to relate, a dense fog,
nreceded > 2 fark nizht, had settled wpon the waters; a calm prevailed and
the fTloating vessel was *orme onward - the 1=ndward tide, which was running
axtremely »izh. it lensth a tremendous zwock, Tollowed »r a2 Tearful crochinzg
of the ship's timbers, was Telt, which ribhroted with

every soul on hoard : tut, for the nresent I leave “he vivid imeacinsation of my
readers to picture the frantic and vewildered -cene that immedintely ensued.
On examining the vessel it was discovered that che had =ztruck upon a reef and
was in immedizte danger. The shore was apparently at ro creat iistance. Signal._
of Aistress were fired = hoats lowered - hut “efore many minutes had =lapsed,
two ‘ishermen from shore in 2 small hoat cmme to our assistance. The Captain
~ave orders that the womer =rd childiren were *the “irzt to be tzken =shore ;
this h=ving been =ccomvlished, every man on roard was more desirous than ever
of saving his own life, as the vessel v this time was filling up fast by the
jmmense volume of water that found entrance by the shattered hulk ; »ut 21l
were not so fortunate in the attempt. One of the last hoats with its living
cargo, ready to leave, was swamped b7 the heavy =well of the nlun~ing vessel
as she sznk, and =211 were -uddenly swvallowed up in the fatal =nd overwhelming

vortex.

The winters of Cape xosier are extremely =evere, ani continue several weeks
lon~er than those in the gistrict of ontrezl ; the snow freouently fzlls to
the depth of ten =znd fifteen feet. At the time we lznded upon its shore, it
“ein~ the fi<teenth of !May, the cold was intense snd *“e =now ~veraged three

faet in “epth. On the cape *here ‘vere only one hut ~nd the wn1ls of =nother.
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Lt +he Aizt-nce of h2lf 2 mile, o= *he receding nend o she coast, vere =1

0]
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<t

Ather two ~ovels ; ani these were the only vicitle - ecirens of the .ouse
Vi

rpecies there in those

zine For s moment the ~igernble condition
of one ™indred and “ifty vpersons, thrown uson She tarren cosst o fhst cola

and uncon-enizl climate, ruddled tozether in irty “gvels ; 224 Aestitute of

+the common nececssaries th2t humsn n-ture ro-udires, oS nothizz of any

consenuence h2d bee

Cape ‘ocsier, though not 2s3cuming an ertwemely Aan~erous ~osition, n=s Tome
nderlvinz zerefs sround it, that have Trzauently -~roved +waacherous #nd even

“2tal to »eni-nted mariners

-l -

The cnz2ttered inh=titanys along *the coast, once "aving shared in the spoils
and murder the passengers if any resistance whatever was slown. Zut few were

the apnarent 2llurements of our wreck. Taw, if any, had zzved more than the
common coverings of their person; yet, prudence in the protection of life was

essential, even under our meazre circumstances,

At the time of the wreck, the Cavtain, 2ware of our “uture dznger, h2d
ordered *he ~uns and ammunition o»tainable to be taken ~shore. Such foresizht
was rendered available, - a rezular suard was immediately orzanized, to bte
relieved by turns. The intellizence o7 our wreck was soon conveyed to the
neighbourhood; and, on the morning atter the event, a2 banditti of about twenty
rough-looking ‘ellows, zrmed with weapons, came Aovm among “the passengers,.

The apnearance of such harbarous and avparently hlood-thirsty ruffi=ns, struck
terror even to the stoutest heart. In person they were t~11 and stoutly btuilt,
swarthy in colour znd bearded with -air o~ the coarsest “lack. They had

probably orizinated from a union of the Z“pench and T:dian, as they snoke the




wzstard lon-uage of the former iz = very ~ruff =ni confused tone. ey
exdcted hy Ti3Ring, hunting Aand ship=-vlunder, ard wi~hi rith nropriety “e
c21led coast-nirates or rather "land =herks'"., Cn teir --nroach, the 2tain
cautioned the nacsensers nat to assume fsar; et fo show “em all nossitle

kindness 2nd civility, inless harsh treatment in return ~andered i1t o her-

sa

#ises -~owever, nothing of 2 disazreeable n-fure occured. mving zurvered 4l

m=n =2t a2rms =23 the passenrers in ~eneral, =itrer Trom Tear to =ttnck., or

-4+ Jer=t
7 ErLAR
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«d

~sovarty of our coniition, they “ehaved inhemselves wiselv, and

HETlea@ et e lins 1ive Seese, B

3

d sormrently much “isanmointed,

Izperfect =3 our accommodations were, sur fare wa=: ziill worse, Zor

~everal days we subsisted entirely upon €ish. Tre Captain, =ovever, succee

il

in ontaining a few barrels of flour from a I’r, Zutler, who xept a small st
at the head of Gaspé Bay = the onlv thing of that kind i- existence in tho
parts, T-e flour was converted into bhiscuits, 2nd each person 21lowed hut

ver day. A young ~rampus was czuzht, and boiled and roasted for the common

want. Circumstznces, it is said, alter cases; such indeed was truly verifi

i~ our con“ition. lany, who had previously lived in romfort and =2bundance,

were here necessitzted to slumber in = Airty hovel and natisfy t-eir sharpened

appetites with the "dainty bits" oI a reeking grampus. The women and child
su fered severely, manv of them never wrolly recovered. Day after day in ¢t

miserable condition we continued in anxious 2nticipation of removal; bdut

owing to the severity of the Scring, and heing distant from the recular course

of the sea vessels, our chances for some time =opeared rather 2 matter of

the

ded

ore

se

on

ed

ren

his

wncertainty. Two weeks elapsed =re 3 favorable onnortunity occured: hut, only

one-‘ourth of our number could then de taken, - lots ~ere cast - and the

fortunate emoved. Three weeks - and three-"ourths of the passengers had -one

~ut. one month had elzpsed ere the remmining part were removed: and amonss

_ . . 3 - i A
s-at un ortunate rumber it was our lot to be cast. 7yt *~=2nks be to Providence

t

]
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that we survived “he contenuences of tkat Searful and conflicting calamity.

Twenty o0did years have run their rounds since that eventful nreriod, 2nd,

P
-

~oung 25 I was at the time, %“he deep iczpression = va8 then enp=raven uzon

e

pr mind will live while my spirit hzs =»n =s2rthly existence...

eses Seven miles from Czpe Zosier is Gaspé Hoad; 3z “0ld promontory of =olid
rock ri=inz perpendicularly to the hei-ht of 400 feet and p»rojecting 2
considerable Aistance from *he mmainland. A ftracedy o7 the rost “=rtarous

"

~ature is traditionnlly connected with this tlace. Jurin~ the early part of

the lzst century manv deed

n

of a piratical ~=ture mere neroeirzted iz ihe
5ulf of St.Llawrence: its ~eocravhical -osition =ffordins the most favorable
ooportunities. A noted banditti of nirates, navinz for manv years nestered
the mariner on nhis course, were 2t lenzth captured in Gaspé Bay, - into
which they had run their vessel to evade their pursuers. Nearly all of them
were taken alive and then conveved to the extremity of Gaspé Head. Ropes
were tied to their feet, and they were t.rust over the verze of that fearful

orecivice, and left, susvended bv the heels, to suffer a niseratle death, znd

hecome as carrion to the eazle and the raven o® the rocke.
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The "ALBLTHOSS", a m=sted siemmer of 11TC tfons of cliprer Torm,w-s s 1
in T:iladelphia and “ouzht ky Lieuter~nt-Colonel Ileirh, .. %o nly “etween
+he ~ritime norts 2nd those oF the 3t.Lzwrence. The incident racalled in
the Tallowing t=le occured in 1352 2nd iz recounted Tty Lisut.-"Tol. eizh
$H Wi< waok, "DINE TOROSTS & HACMATACK CLUARTIGS CR TDNTEL, SEDT. s 4DV TURE
R o s SnoVE ATTEITCOAL TEOVINCZEM, published in 1853, tze WATLEAPRCES".,
with *he o'mer on =oard, w2s in-bound from Hzlif=zx %o uebec,

ves Tre mention of Czve Rozier =nd ~spe, “oreikly “rinzs -o my reccllsction
~n extraoriincry ~ccidfent which tefell ze at sq4e enpt Izst luzust s I as
aroc-eding in my steamer to luebec. Iy was abtout “ive iz the morning, and I
wag nsleep in mr terth, iz a cabin ~hich was o=z Aeck, when a vinlent
concuzsion sent me Slrinz out. I ovened the cabin door and stepped oz deck
to see what had occurred, when I found a dense fog “2nzing on the waters,

ohacuring evervthing. The

all as e~veloped in mist

sheoutine "STOP H=R I, "TURK

up from t-eir terths in 2

ASHORE "WE'RE

AGROUND,

interested, "2ing ovmer of

summoning *he Captain, and

cabin fast =2sleep, the =i

pilet we had tzken on board at Hzlifax, who

g
e

mosts could rot te seen, ani forward of the £ el

and cloud. "he Captain was running about undressed,
A3TZRN 1", Zassencers were iz dishazbdille, flocxing

-reat state of consternation, while remarks, "IZ'RE

"
'

IARD AND PAST I pasced from lip to lip. Greatly

the ship, in our fzte, I lost no time in

found from inauiries that he nh2d teen dpvm in his

p havin- been left entirely in charze of a drunken

Tan

aai!

b+ the log =2nd dead

s Judzing

to *he North of Cape Rozier,

reckoning, ima-ined we must have been ten miles

and well in the mouth of the River 3St.Llawrence. cordinzly altered the

ole

ship's course from Ilorth to North-vest, azni instead of our being up the river

we h24 ~one ashore; sut wrether %o the Southward or estward of Cazpes G2sp€

or Rozier, we could not, on =zccount of the fog, détermine.



TI
On my exvressing to the Captain mr curprise *that he =hould not be on deck

at such an importznt and dancerous point of our vorage, 227 ~oing =% Tull

speed, “rom ten to eleven knots an hour, vhen Trom *he Torecastle the end of
the nowszprit could not %e seen, wrapt 2s it was ix mist, =z2nd Surther, ny

surprise at the stzte of the weather not nhavin~ heen renorted Yo =im, e =%

iy

once threw 2ll the "l2me on the first o ficer, whom == snid “e had ordered to
call him 2t three in the rorning., This the first officer “latly denied
we~zed to be excused the responsibility on his shoulders: e =sserted trat

the C=ptain's orders, on retiring the previous ni-ht at eleven, were, that he
was not to ne called until zix a.mes Trom such sross rnezli-snce, in uine cTses
out of ten, ships 2nd valuable lives are lost svery ["2aT.

One of the "ozts was clrared, and, ‘umping into it with the C=ptzin, we

lowered it, to trke soundings. Ti:ere was only one fzthom of water 2t the hows,
and nine aft. e had thus ~one up on a pretty even keel: Hut whether on a sand -
wank or on the siore we could not determine =t the moment. e pushed off in a
direct line Trom the bows, and after +two or ““ree pulls the ~ozt rounded..e
tymped out, knee-deep, znd wading Tor ~» “hort <i-tance, "vere =oon on % Tine
pebbly heach., Ve walked forward, 2nd 2% zbdout twirtr feet obrerved a line of

seaweed and broken dArift on the shore: here was evidently hish-water mark. ‘e

h=d -rounded =2t low water.

Thu- far,this was in favour of the chances of ~etting off, if her nottom
was uniniured. “hile determining this point, the vavour which hung so ~eavily,
-radually rose, 2n1 hefore us we saw, within fen “ecet, a pine forest stretching
iown to the sand. On turning %o look at the steamer, we saw her just emerging
from the fog, her rows and towsprit standing out in bold relief; then her
coremast and vards were uncovered, and before mzny minutes, her fuznel, oain
and mizzen masts =2n° entire hull, vere vicible. There she lay, like a ruze

~onster of the deep, reclining =z little on one side, or tows hizh and dry.




79 rerder ~nparent our escape fron 2 WOTSE f-te, hepr hows vere rot Trenty feet
removed from a2 long, °
weich pan out bhevond her, Fad she =iruck ox Tnis ledze, Si=zg =t the ra2te e
were, we nust hzve split up in the rcentre sn” tacome

inavitzble loss of life and proverty.

T:e fog hrd now cleared off; the sun =-one out ' rizhtly, zzd we n-reeived
a2 clmaring, with a2 cotftaze, about Hzlf = mile *to our ri-=ht, JTowards Iz

aiynnced, and proceeding Ilrousgh some fresh clover ~r=ss, :=~elling As2liciously

*yparrant with 37arkling dew drops clustering nround, T crossed a zizzag Tence

~ed was vithin the orecincis o7 ‘the cobttzze.

came out, and in esnswer to our nuestions in7ormed us ve were i et B o 1aspé
on = beach called Grande Gréve, and that ia a direct line from her cottaze,
over some hizh hills in the rear, the 3t.Lewrence river was not ~ore than six
miles; we also learnt thzt it was low water, znd that about +wo the tide would
serve. Thanking the good-hearted woman for her information, and rewarding her
for her trouble, I had a refreshing drauzht of new milk, and we hurried %o

impart the information we nad z2thered to our expectant friends on zoard.

The scenery where we lay was most enchenting; dbut what vart of this -~oble
continent is not ? It is all, from New Orleans to Gaspé, one continued
panorama of interest and beauty. The further Torth, the more nold it becomes,

with dense Torests of pine and hacmaﬂbk, skirting the cshores,

e now had all the coal in the bHunkers s-i“ted to one side, the cargo
also, as far as possible; =2nd on the rise of the tide we gave her An uneven keel,
and threw her off the perpendicular,- thus ~2ining the advantage o7 ner round
hottom to *rinz her up in shallower water. Tull ste=m was put on, and her
vropeller reversed, with a stern movement, while all hands ran from cide to
=ide with me=sured tread, to "rock nwer". She soon zave evidence of "1ife",

-rated uneasily, and with a start ran off the ledge, stern foremost, into

,
]



e
deep water. Tree checers ware ~iven for the galilant craft, and -oing, 2s we
would s2y in the Army, "rizht about face", 2er towsorit was cointed out of

tve Bay, in which we never s ould nve teen, 24 co~mmon vrrudence =nd seRman-

o

snip been exercised; and we zave this time Cape Cozier A wide zorth, and were
steaming yp the St.Lawrence, on our risht course, by -~i-htfall, ill the iz2nage

this untoward event caused, was a loss of cooper o”f her keel. Zefore lesazvin

ugq

we were surrounded br a verfect fleet of Tiszhing--oats, wnic: czme to nroffer

azsistance.




